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The First Tee 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1-5) 
 

I’ll begin with a confession. One of my guilty pleasures in life is watching people tee off from 
the first tee. They always approach the ball with such confidence. You can see it in the way 
they take their practice swings and waggle the club. They firmly believe that they are about 
to launch and absolute ripper straight down the fairway. Often, they load that club and swing 
for the green only to hit the ball with the most beautifully predictable slice you will ever see. 
The ball soars 100 feet into the air and 150 feet into another fairway.  
And it gets better. Their response is always complete surprise. “What in the world was 
that???” they cry as they make hard choices about whether to wrap that club around the 
nearest tree. When they scheduled their tee time the text chain with their partners was full 
of confidence and hope. “You bet. I’m available. I’ll get the day off work. We can meet early if 
you want.” Stuff like that. When they paid their greens fees they did so with the belief that 
this would be a day to remember. Every penny spent is an investment in an experience of a 
lifetime. Today is the day!! When they placed the ball on the tee it was with a deliberation 
that only comes from confidence and the belief that everything is going to go precisely as 
planned. You know what they are thinking.  
Sure, there is some fear. “Will I embarrass myself in front of all these strangers?” “Is the ball 
lined up with the heel of my front foot?” “Is the tee high enough?” Of course there is some 
fear. But not enough. There’s not enough fear to justify trips to the range on the days that 
lead up to game day. There’s not enough fear to justify lessons with a pro and hours perfect-
ing their craft.  
Or, it could go the other way entirely. A player will walk up to the tee and execute the most 
splendid swing, striking the ball so perfectly that you can hear it and wish that all your own 
shots would be that pure. Either way, the whole experience is pure joy. 
Whether disappointing, humiliating, or life-affirming, the first tee marks a beginning full of 
possibilities. A massive slice on the tee often helps players adjust their swings (and expecta-
tions) and is often followed up with some of the best golf imaginable. A perfect swing off the 
first tee can also be the best ball of the day and serve as a balm when the rest of the round 
gets more complicated. 
Whether glorious or disastrous, whether light or shadow, the beginning is a gift because it all 
comes from God. In the story of creation, God separates the light from the darkness, but 
both light and shadow remain part of God’s plan, and part of the experience of living. In the 
Gospel of John we are reminded that the light overcomes the shadows of our world – but the 
shadows still exist. Maybe that’s why I love the first tee so much. No matter what happens, 
the game is far from over and it never goes the way I think it will. Much like life.  
            Peace! Pastor Nate  
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~ two Sunday morning services - same message, different music styles ~ 

Sunday 8:30 am - Traditional Worship | Sunday 10:30 am - Contemporary Worship  
 

Wednesday service: casual evening gathering with its own message + music from a range of worship styles 

Wednesday 6:00 pm - Evening Worship 
 

Links are available on our website and social media sites for Livestream Worship.  
 
You can receive email alerts from LCR about worship and other news.  
Click on the ’Visitor Info Request’ tab our homepage to sign up - https://www.lcrmarion.org/new_visitor.html  
Alternately, you can contact us at the church office and we will sign you up:  
319.377.4689 or office(at)lcrmarion.org. 
 

Text Notifications - Worship services and other events are subject to change due to a variety of circumstances.  
If you would like text notifications of schedule changes / cancellations, call the church office  
(319.377.4689) and give us your name & cell number ~OR~ you can sign yourself up on our website - 
https://share.hsforms.com/181uDRkYnTRyGMmuwI3ZiDQ44ay4  
 

Children’s Choir Off and Running! 
On October 19th, the newly formed children’s choir sang for the first time at the Traditional service, accompanied by 
flutes and a piano. It was a celebratory occasion hearing them sing ‘Joyful, Joyful we Adore Thee’ at the top of their 
lungs. Our choir currently consists of eleven students in 3rd through 6th grade that practices every Wednesday at 5:10 
pm. The children’s choir will sing for the Contemporary Worship service on Nov. 16th and on two Sundays in Decem-
ber. We could use 3 or 4 more students.  If you have a student in 3rd-6th grade that enjoys singing, I would love to talk 
with you. Please reach out to me at Worship@lcrmarion.org. Have a great November! - Ralph Kendrick (kids choir dir.) 
 

New Member Conversation 
<< Join Pastor Jeff on Sunday, November 2nd at noon  
and learn about membership here at Resurrection. 
 

Looking Ahead... 
"Joy - A Christmas Music Celebration"  

will be on Sunday, December 7 at 6:00 pm 
Come and fill your cup of Christmas Spirit! Our concert  

will feature LCR's many musicians with choirs, bells, bands,  
and an orchestra. Please plan to stay for our festive reception 

following the concert. Free-will donations of canned goods  
will be given to the Churches of Marion Food Pantry. 
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                       MINISTRY 

LCR Raised Bed Garden - 2,265 pounds! 
...of fresh vegetables raised for the Churches of Mari-
on Food Pantry over the course of the 2025 growing 
season. Woo-hoo! 
 

Helping us exceed our one-ton goal were  a number 
of produce contributions from members’ private gar-
dens: RJ Carson, Bob Erlandson, John & Beth 
Madland, Maryann Shinrock, Larry Edwards, Ann Go-
dar, Carolyn Shay, Phil Pfister. 
23 members have helped with the planting, building, 
and harvesting. Special thanks to Ann & Steve Godar 
for weekly work harvesting, weighing, and transport-
ing to the food pantry. MANY THANKS to all! 
 

This was the 3rd year for our garden project. It is a 
partnership between LCR and the Linn County Mas-
ter Gardeners.  
LCR invested approximately $550 in the first two 
years. Thanks to the family of Everett Dryden for ear-
marking memorial money for the garden which has 
provided another $400 this year. These monies went 
towards fencing and water barrels.  
LCMG provided $1,272 for raised bed materials includ-
ing growing medium mix, $320 for tomato & pepper 
plants grown in the greenhouse at Lowe Park, and 
seeds for the other vegetables. 
Ann Godar also started vegetable and pollinator 
plants in her personal greenhouse for our garden.  
 

What’s next? The garden is expanding now to add  
a Tomato Test Area for 2026. In addition to growing 

some new vari-
eties, there will 
be demonstra-
tions of:  
* heavy pruning 
of plants &  
the effect on 
production,  
* the effect  
of expanding  
the root zone 
of plants, and 
* show-casing 
container 
plants. 

LCR will once again be providing Christmas gifts for 
12 local families through the Holiday Giving Project. 
You can help by donating money or by purchasing 
gifts. In November, we’ll have a sign-up available 
online to purchase the gifts. If you would like to do-
nate money, you can contribute any time - please 
mark your donation, "Holiday Giving."  

Socks & Underwear Drive 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Mari-
on Care Trunk or Treat Socks & Underwear Drive! We 
delivered 4 bins of your generous donations to Mari-
on Cares on October 15, along with a check for $560. 
Thank you so much for the ways you care for our com-
munity!  
 

Nov & Dec Mission Envelopes 

…will benefit Catherine McAuley Center, a local non-
profit that serves adult learners, refugee & immi-
grant populations, and women with educational 
needs. Find out more about this valuable organiza-
tion at https://cmc-cr.org/ 
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Dr. Grace Wolf Chase visited with all of our Sunday 
School students about science and stars; we were  
so happy to have some time with her! Sunday School  
finished our unit on Ruth with some Bingo for the 
youngest learners, and started a unit on Psalm 23.  

Our Wednesday Night Live students spent a perfect night out  
at Bass Family Farms with the Confirmation and EDGE students! 

 

NO WNL on Wednesday, Nov 26th 
NO Sunday School on Sunday, Nov 30th  
 

Save the Date: Sunday, December 14th  
Christmas Program @ 4:30 pm 



 

 ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Women Of the New Testament: Rediscovering their voices   
St. Luke may have been dripping with irony when he told us that the wit-
ness of the women to the resurrection seemed to the disciples to be noth-
ing but ‘an idle tale!’ In fact, the salvation story of Jesus begins with ex-
traordinary women (Elizabeth and Mary) and it is Jesus’ interactions with 
women that lead to some of the Gospels most profound moments. Join us 
on Sunday mornings this fall as we lift up and explore the women of the 
New Testament. We’ll look at those who are big names, and the nameless 
as well, as we explore the impact of women in the New Testament. This 
adult study meets in the conference room on Sundays from 9:40 - 10:30 am. 
 

Pastors Scripture Study 

There is no better way to prepare for worship than to be in conversation 
with the scriptures. Your thoughts and insights will help enlighten the  
pastors’ weekly sermons and prepare you to get more out of worship.  
We meet each Wednesday at 11:00 am in the fellowship hall. 
 

Pastor Jeff’s One-Minute Devotionals -  

You can view these brief, thought-provoking videos online at any time  
https://tinyurl.com/PrJeffDevotional 
 

Resurrection Small Groups   
Mary Kay Pinckney - women’s group; Sunday, October 19th at 6:30 pm; Cedar Rapids home 
 Email Mary Kay: mkpink6(at)gmail.com; continuing our study of the book, “The Women of Christmas” 
Dan Tegtmeier - mixed group; Monday, Nov. 3rd  at 6:30 pm; meets at group members’ homes 
 Email Dan: dtegtmeier(at)iowanorthern.com  
        Dan is stepping back from the group for now. THANKS SO MUCH for your leadership, Dan! 
Donna Dennis - mixed group; 2nd & 4th Thursdays at 6:30 pm; conference room      
 Email Donna: donnakdennis88(at)gmail.com  
Rebecca Mary Martha Circle - women’s group; first Wednesday each month at 1:00 pm 
 Email Lareen: clgull57(at)yahoo.com | conference room 
JAM Study Group - women’s group; 2nd Monday of each month; conference room 
 Email Linda: lhayward495(at)yahoo.com; “Christianity’s Family Tree”  
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We are excited to announce a new women’s study opportunity for Advent at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection! 
 

Come with us on a road trip to Bethlehem on Tuesdays in Decem-

ber (2nd, 9th, 16th). You can choose mornings from 9:00 - 10:30 am 

or evenings from 6:30 - 8:00 pm. This study will be led by Heather 

Grice and Kelly Frohner. Child care will be available for morning ses-

sions; please indicate if you will need child care when you sign up. 

Please register by November 11th so we can order materials;  

cost per book is $12. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-
59855946-come#/ 
 

You may also call church office or use this QR code > 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-59855946-come#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CA8AD2EA7FA7-59855946-come#/
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FELLOWSHIP 
Candy Bar Bingo - Sunday, November 2nd 
Free to play - invite your friends and family! 
Share this event online: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/19wvEmL9HK/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gatherings @ LCR  
‘Gatherings’ is a place and time to hear and share sto-
ries and connect with others in our community. We 
have fascinating conversations on different topics eve-
ry time. Join us Friday, November 14th from noon to 
1:00 pm. Everyone is welcome and beverages and light 
snacks are offered. Email Mary with questions:  

jonmaryhajek(at)gmail.com 
 

Walking Group 
We walk each Thursday at 10:00 am at Lowe Park or 
Lindale Mall. Make sure to get on our email list so 
you’ll know where to meet us!  

volunteerLCR(at)lcrmarion.org 
 

Cribbage Group 
Join us on 2nd & 4th Fridays at 1:15 pm for a few 
games of cribbage. We are happy to teach you if 
you’ve never played before and non-members are al-
ways welcome.  

 

PEP 55+ Downsizing Presentation 
Join us on Sunday, November 23rd at 3:00 pm. Ty Hill 
of Caring Transitions will talk with us about downsiz-
ing, decluttering, and relocation support. PEP mem-
bers will share tips from their own experiences. Social 
time with refreshments will follow.  
 

LCR Book Club  
We’ll meet on Tuesday, November 11th at 6:30 pm to 
discuss "Writers and Lovers" by Lily King. Blindsided by 
her mother's death and a failed love affair, Casey ar-
rived in 1997 Massachusetts without a plan. Contact 
Mary to get on our email list; new people are very wel-
come! jonmaryhajek(at)gmail.com 
 

Wood Carvers & Knitters 
Carvers and knitters/crocheters meet weekly at the 
church on Thursday evenings at 6:00 pm. Bring your 
latest projects to work on. Woodcarvers meet in the 
red room and knitters/crocheters in the church lounge. 
If you’ve never tried yarncraft or carving before, now is 
the time to learn! Feel free to jump in any Thursday you 
can, we’ll show you how it’s done.  

carving - john1400(at)q.com 
knitting - PamKacena(at)yahoo.com 

 

Painting Group 
Love to paint? Want to learn? Join us on the 1st & 3rd 
Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 pm in the art room. 
This group is open to adults painting in a variety of me-
diums - acrylic, watercolor, oils, etc. If you have ques-
tions, or if you haven't painted before, please contact 
Evelyn: ebeck(at)imonmail.com  

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/19wvEmL9HK/


 

 

In November, Confirmation students will be diving in 
to the Law and the Creed. As we work our way 
through the Commandments, we’ll have the kids talk 
with parents and guardians about faith in their own 
families.  
 

Purpose of the Law 
   Family Focus:  
   Explore how God’s law shows us our need for grace 
Creed Overview 
   Family Focus:  
   Talk about the Trinity and your family’s beliefs 
Creed - Article 1 (Creation) 
   Family Focus:  
   Take a nature walk and thank God for creation 

Sunday Fellowship  
9:40-10:25 am in the YAC 

 

7th to 12th graders gather between worship services 
on Sunday to share in a time of fellowship. Together 
we play games, talk about life, and make treats. You 
are invited and welcome to join us during any of our 
Sunday morn-
ing meetings.  
----------------------- 

Wed. Night 
Live, Confir-
mation, and 
EDGE youth 

spent a  
beautiful fall 

evening at 
Bass Farms 

We've had a great fall spending time in fellowship and 
devotion at EDGE!  We spent time together in October 
at Bass Farms, participating in Trunk or Treat, and end-
ed the month with Halloween pumpkin decorating! 
 

Upcoming Events include: 
11/5 - EDGE 
11/12 - EDGE 
11/16 - EDGE Musical Movie Night (6:30pm) 
11/19 - EDGE 
11/26 - NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

If you would like to receive our regular high school 
ministry email updates, please make sure your teen  
is registered for EDGE here: https://lcrmarion.org/
ministries/youth-ministry.html 
EDGE is open to all high schoolers on a come-as-you-
are, when-you-can basis. A meal is always served.  
Doors open at 7:00 pm, programming begins at  
7:30 pm, and everything concludes at 9:00 pm. 

EDGE YOUTH 

7TH-12TH GRADE 
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Those hospitalized recently: Julie Gilmore 
 

Those experiencing illness or surgery:  
(LCR members) Wally Lechtenberg,   
Betty & Gary Young, Eloise Heppler 
 

(family and friends) Eddy Lee, Melody Yost,  
Julie Biddle, Kim Richardson, Sandy Lee, Lynn Burrell 
 

Those living in care facilities:  
Bernadean Spilde (Garnett Place) 
Larry Wogahn (The Views) 
Marge Dryden (Terrace Glen) 
Everett Lehrman (Grand Living) 
 

Those in military service:  
Wyatt Ochs, Taylor Johnson 

PRAYERS 

Pastoral Care - With rules about confidentiality  
at our hospitals, we will not know that you  

or your family member is sick or in need  
unless you contact the church office. 

Please let the office know about prayer needs  
or when you wish to have a name removed.  

The names of friends and family who are  
dealing with illness will be listed for 2 months. 
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IGNITE - Fall Stewardship setting hearts on fire! 
The road to Emmaus serves as our backdrop for this year’s Stewardship campaign.  
This wonderful moment teaches us that stewardship is not just about giving money,  
but about actively engaging with our Lord and bearing  
witness to the world.    
 

This year  we want to IGNITE our faith in Jesus!  
Each week we’ll dive a bit deeper. 
 

I – Invite Christ In! (Luke 24:28–29) 
G – Grow in the Word! (Luke 24:25–27) 
N – Nurture Community!  (Luke 24:13–14) 
I – Invest in the Mission!  (Luke 24:33) 
T – Testify to the Risen Christ! (Luke 24:34–35) 
E – Encounter Christ Daily! (Luke 24:15–16) 

 

The road to Emmaus is a journey of faith, and our commitment to be good stewards is a journey as well.  
Your mailed material (or access online) will be available in the week of November 3. We are asking for  
everyone to return their “Commitment Card” regardless of any dollar amount by Sunday November 23.   
 

May the risen Lord IGNITE our will to follow him and light a fire of commitment within us. 
 

Long Range Planning    
The book of Proverbs reminds us that “where there is no vision, the people perish.” (29.18). We are so grateful for all 
the good work and planning that was put into our church building and grounds. Everyone who was involved in this un-
dertaking had great vision. So much so that in those plans there were included areas for enhancement and growth. 
(e.g. Classrooms, Fellowship Hall, etc.). After 20 years the Church Council has begun exploring how our ministry has 
changed and how our facilities and mission might benefit from purposeful improvements that were imagined 20 years 
ago. An updated master plan may be in order, and we are reaching out to various vendors to see what they might offer. 
Of course, this is all preliminary conversation, and the congregation will be brought in to make any decisions if there are 
recommendations that are made.  How grateful we are for all of you who had the clarity of vision to provide for LCR.  

STEWARDSHIP 



 

 

Digital Giving 
* Simply Giving - Join 86 LCR mem-
bers who give regularly through auto-
matic drafts from their checking or 
savings accounts. You can elect to 
give weekly, monthly, or quarterly. 
Enrollment forms are available in the 
info rack in the gathering space. 
 
 

* PayPal - Click DONATE button 
on our website for online giving. 
 

* Venmo - Smartphone app for           
sharing money @LCRMarion 

STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for your faithful gifts in support of our budget.  

Treasurer's Report for September 2025 
      

  September Year to Date One Year Ago 

Receipts $61,742  $734,913  $630,000  

Expenditures $107,074  $679,391  $633,893  

      

Cash Balances 9/30/25  9/30/24 

General Fund $168,661   $147,329  

Property Reserve $80,868   $78,280  

Savings $367,293   $255,920  

The Council met on Tuesday, October 21, 2025.  
Sept. Secretary & Treasurer reports were approved.  
 

Treasurer: 12K surplus for September; 113K surplus YTD.  
 

Pastor Jeff: Stewardship Campaign - Mailing  
scheduled 11/3, return by 11/23. One-time giving  
opportunity designated to Living Legacy.  
New Member class: Scheduled for 10/26 and 11/2.  
Budget considerations: Look at committee budget  
needs for 2026 and have numbers to Sara by 11/1. 
 

Pastor Nate: Fall programming - Off to a strong start. 
 

Outreach: Thanks to all who helped with Chili &  
Cinnamon Roll Lunch. First Bingo scheduled for 11/2. 
 

Property: Compiled list of projects to be included  
in 2026 budget. 
 

Social Concerns: Sock & Underwear drive donated  
4 bins of clothing + $560 to Marion Cares. LCR will  
sponsor 12 families for Christmas Giving Project. 
 

Governance: Work progressing on employee manual  
refresh. 
 

Wee Wisdom: Board met to discuss 2026 budget. 
 

Old Business: Long Range Planning - Committee will  
contact local architecture firms to have preliminary  
discussion on scope of work and potential costs.  
Will have a recommendation on a firm to present  
to congregation at Annual Meeting.  
Plumbing Assessment - Property Committee tasked with 
contacting plumber to find cause of plumbing issues. 
 

New Business: Audit Planning - Audit Committee  
will present plan at November council meeting.  
EWALU - Special meeting Saturday 10/25 to vote  
on funding; LCR may send rep.  
Trunk-or-Treat: Need a few more volunteers. 
 

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 

Agenda items should be submitted by 11/10/25. 
Print copies of council minutes and treasurers'  
reports are available in the church office binder. 

CHURCH COUNCIL Please reach out with  
questions or concerns. 
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Wee Wisdom  
In October, we learned all about the changes of the fall season. Our Pretend Center included a 
campsite! We took morning walks in our jackets, and learned about nocturnal animals, too. We had 
parent conferences this month and ended the month with Halloween Costume Parades! We love lis-
tening to music - ask your student how these songs go: There’s a Dog In School, The Goldfish Song, 
The Freeze Dance. Here’s our ‘End of the Day’ prayer: Before we end our busy day / We bow our 
heads and we pray / That God will keep us safe and sound / Until another comes around / Amen.  

Please continue to bring in your Hy-Vee receipts - we raised $700 last year! Thank you so much  
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CONTACT US! 

office hours:  
Monday - Friday,  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
phone: 319-377-4689  

email: office(at) lcrmarion.org 
fax: 319-377-4680  

Pastor Jeff Frohner - PastorJeff (at) lcrmarion.org 
Pastor Nate Montover - PastorNate (at) lcrmarion.org 

Childrens/MS Ministry: Jessi Lau - childrens (at) lcrmarion.org 
HS Ministry: Hannah Sh. Powell - youth (at) lcrmarion.org 

Contemp. Worship: Ralph Kendrick - worship (at) lcrmarion.org 
Office Manager: Kim Benser - business (at) lcrmarion.org 

Marcia Edwards - volunteer (at) lcrmarion.org 
Emily Carson - secretary (at) lcrmarion.org 

Cari Redondo - communications (at) lcrmarion.org 
Lorie Smith - bookkeeper (at) lcrmarion.org  

Custodians: Dave Steifner, Dave Cosgrove 

Would you donate a pie for 
our Thanksgiving Eve Pie 

Social? If so, please call us  
at the church  office,  

sign up on our website,  
or use the QR code above.  

Thank you! 

Save the Date! 

Trunk or Treat! 


